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The promise keeper

For Mable Owens Clarke, promises made are promises 

kept. 

When she was 17, her brother made her promise to 

continue her education if she moved north to escape 

the Jim Crow South of 1960. She studied business at 

multiple Boston institutions. 

Clarke returned home 23 years later, when her 

aging father felt pressured to sell the family land in 

the Blue Ridge Foothills. She has been thwarting 

developers clamoring for the bucolic location ever 

since. A promise to her mom, days before her mother 

passed away, further inspired the decades-long effort 

to protect and sustain Soapstone Baptist Church, the 

anchor of the historic Liberia community. 

“She said, ‘Do not let the doors of Soapstone 

Church close,’” recounts Clarke. “‘Out of all the 

children I got, I’m depending on you to do that.’”

Founded by Clarke’s great-grandfather, the original 

Soapstone Church was built by formerly enslaved 

African Americans who settled in northern Pickens 

County in 1865. Nearly a century later, when the Ku 

Klux Klan burned the church down, Clarke’s mother, 

Lula, sold produce from the family farm to help rebuild. 

Lula Owens’ existential concern for her church 

was warranted. As the years passed, the popula-

tion of Liberia dwindled and so did Soapstone’s 

congregation and finances. Outside developers’ 

desire for the six-acre property did not. 

For 22 years, Clarke held monthly fish 

fries that served much more than her 

popular cornmeal-crusted flounder, 

drawing hungry supporters from 

all around and helping to keep the 

church’s doors open. 

Still, it wasn’t until last year that 

Soapstone Baptist Church became 

permanently protected through a 

conservation easement. Upstate 

Forever and other conservation 

organizations worked closely with 

Clarke to finally ensure that the church, 

the adjacent one-room schoolhouse 

and the nearby slave cemetery will 

remain safe from future residential or 

commercial developments.

“When I signed that paper, I’m 

telling you, I sat there and I cried,” 

says Clarke. “I know that this 

church cannot be sold, it cannot 

be pushed over. They can’t do 

anything to it but come and enjoy 

it.” —JOSH P. CROTZER  
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Mable Owens Clarke

CLAIM TO FAME: Matriarch of Soapstone 

Baptist Church and the Liberia community in 

Pickens County. 

LATEST ACHIEVEMENT: She was recently 

awarded the Order of the Palmetto, the state’s 

highest civilian honor, for her work creating 

the Soapstone Preservation Endowment 

(soapstonepe.org) and forever protecting the 

historic hilltop church from development.

HER SECRET WEAPON: Fried fish. For decades, 

Clarke hosted monthly fish fries that raised 

the money and community support needed to 

create a permanent conservation easement. 

WORDS TO LIVE BY: “We’re born in this world, 

not just to live for ourselves, but to give 

something back,” Clarke says. “That’s why 

I was challenged to do this.”

Stauer, 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. LAN468-05, Burnsville, MN 55337  www.stauer.com

This Necklace is NOT for  

Sale … It’s yours for FREE*

No kidding. Only Stauer can give you

200 carats of genuine amethyst for NOTHING. 

1-800-333-2045
Your Insider Offer Code: LAN468-05  

A F F O R D  T H E  E X T R A O R D I N A R Y

NEVER*

Impossible PriceBuy NOW, pay

You may think you understood the concept of “priceless” jewelry. For years, 

“priceless” meant “astronomically expensive.” That is, until now ...

Stauer smashes the luxury status quo with the release 

of our FREE* 200-Carat Lusso Amethyst Necklace. 

That’s right, we said FREE ... as in “priceless.” No 

charge.* ZERO dollars.* Call now and we’ll send 

you this impressive helping of genuine amethyst 

(independently appraised at $295) for FREE. We 

cut the price 100%. You only pay $24.95, our 

regular charge for shipping and processing. We’ll 

even pay you back with a $30 discount 

certificate –– that’s our Better Than 

Free Shipping!     

A collection of purple perfection. Your Lusso Amethyst Necklace is a 

200-carat symphony of smooth purple genuine gemstones. Each 

gemstone’s shape and translucence ignites the velvety, 

violet hues. The polished amethysts are hand-strung 

on double-knotted jeweler’s thread, and the 

stunning 18" necklace (with 2" extender) 

secures with a gold-finished lobster clasp. 

Too good to pass up. Too good to 

last long. Amethyst is one of the 

world’s most coveted gemstones 

and our supply is extremely 

limited. We can only offer 

such an outrageous deal for 

a short time every few years. 

Over 30,000 thrilled customers 

were  lucky enough to get this 

promotion last time. 

We only have about 2,500 left 

in stock. Act now!

* This offer is valid in the United States (and Puerto Rico) except in TX, FL, 

CO, OK, RI, NH, WV, OR, SC, VA, CA and ID. These state residents will be 

charged one cent ($.01) + shipping & processing for the item. Void where 

prohibited or restricted by law. Offer subject to state and local regulations. 

Not valid with any other offers and only while supplies last. This offer is lim-

ited to one item per shipping address. ** Free is only for customers using the offer 

code versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code.  † For more information 

concerning the appraisal, visit www.stauer.com/appraisedvalues.asp.

Necklace Specifications: 

• 200 ctw of genuine amethyst

•  Gold-finished spacers 

• 18" + 2" length necklace

Lusso Amethyst Necklace: 

Lusso Amethyst Necklace (200 ctw)  $249** FREE*

* Pay only shipping & processing of $24.95. Special price only for customers using the offer code.

FREE amethyst necklace 

limited to just the first 2,500 

responders to this ad!

200 carats of pure luxury 

independently appraised at 

$295† ... yours FREE!*
 

“This necklace is 

beautiful. I could not 

believe my eyes ... 

GREAT!” 

— Bonnie from Longs, SC
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Guy McClary
AGE: 70.
RESIDES IN: Kingstree.

CLAIM TO FAME: Veteran crop duster, owner 

of Williamsburg Air Service, and two-time 

recipient of the Williamsburg Hometown 

Chamber’s “Agriculturalist of the Year.”

ACE PITCHER TO ACE PILOT: Before becoming 

an agricultural pilot, McClary thought he might 

become a professional baseball player. “I had 

about eight professional teams looking at me, 

but I got bursitis in my shoulder,” he says. “So, 

I went to the school of hard knocks and got a 

Ph.D. in the business of people.”

DANGER ZONE: For all his ups, McClary has had 

some literal downs. But each time he’s run out 

of fuel or clipped a propeller, he’s managed 

to land the aircraft successfully in fields or on 

nearby roads.
CO-OP AFFILIATION: McClary is a member of 

Santee Electric Cooperative. 
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Cream of the crop dusters

On one of his very first flights as a crop duster, the engine in 

Guy  McClary’s plane shut down. 

“I crashed it over there,” he says, pointing to a field beside 

the Williamsburg County Regional Airport, where he now operates 

Williamsburg Air Service. “But I got out and went and got in 

another one.”  
You can call it courage or craziness, but McClary calls it hard 

work—the kind he knew growing up farming tobacco, corn and 

beans like his father and grandfather before him. His aerial career 

path took flight in 1980 on the day he went to the local airport to 

help load pesticide into a friend’s crop-dusting plane, a Cessna 188.

“I never had flying in my mind until then,” he recalls. “I caught 

on pretty quick because I’d run all kinds of farm equipment as a kid.”

Nearly 50 years later, McClary now runs one of the most 

successful aerial application outfits in the state. He does all the 

mosquito control for Georgetown and Charleston counties with two 

sleek, state-of-the-art Air Tractor 502XP planes. In season, work may 

take him to Florida and the Midwest, but he always flies home to 

Kingstree and his South Carolina farming roots.

“People think it’s fun work, but let me tell you, it’s hard work,” he 

says of crop dusting. “There’s many a day I’d rather be out there in 

the tobacco field.” —HASTINGS HENSEL | PHOTO BY MIC SMITH
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The mascot keeper
It all started during the 2011 college football 

season when the Kappa Sigma fraternity at 

Coastal Carolina University hatched a plan: 

they’d get a live rooster mascot to show off 

at their tailgate. 

The Japanese Shamo they found for sale 

was just right—a fighting rooster like the 

Chanticleer, complete with feathers the same 

shade of teal as the school’s colors. But caring 

full time for a chicken, it turns out, isn’t exactly 

what frats do best. 

Enter Melissa Stalvey. Her husband’s family 

had been raising chickens in Myrtle Beach for 

a generation, and although she’d grown up in 

Indiana as a Notre Dame fan, she’d come to 

“bleed teal” in support of her husband’s alma 

mater. An arrangement was made whereby 

she would keep Maddox (named after the 

CCU English professor who picked the school’s 

mascot in the 1960s), allowing the Kappa Sigs 

to pick him up on game days. 

“But it just got to be too much for them, and 

we were going to games anyways,” she says. 

“So, they pretty much just gave us Maddox, 

and that was history.”

These days, the Stalveys and the current 

live mascot, Maddox II, attend every home 

football game and many home basketball and 

baseball games, where the rooster is always a 

crowd favorite. During the games, you’ll even 

see him strutting his stuff on the “Maddox 

Cam” after big plays. 

“He loves the attention,” says Stalvey, who 

is not officially affiliated with the university but 

allowed to bring Maddox II to her own end-zone 

seats near the student section. “It’s like he 

knows. He’ll raise that head up, he’ll stretch, 

and he’ll turn his head in the right pose for a 

picture. He knows it’s game day.”

After Stalvey and her bird have posed 

for countless fan photos, they head back 

home, where Maddox III is running around in 

the backyard and waiting, as it were, in the 

wings. Even though Maddox II is approaching 

retirement age, the Stalveys aren’t sure 

he’s ready to hang up his spurs just yet. 

—HASTINGS HENSEL | PHOTO BY MIC SMITH
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Melissa Stalvey
AGE: 59.
RESIDES IN: Myrtle Beach.

CLAIM TO FAME: Owner and caretaker 

of Maddox II, the live mascot of 

Coastal Carolina University.

MISTAKEN IDENTITY: Maddox II is not 

to be confused with Chauncey, the 

costumed Chanticleer. 

GET SOCIAL: Follow Stalvey and 

Maddox II on Instagram @ccumaddox.

ANIMAL ATTRACTION: The Stalveys 

also keep two dogs, four cats, two 

goats, an aquarium, a turkey named 

Tom, and 40 chickens.

PASSING THE TORCH: Maddox, the 

original live mascot and father of 

Maddox II, passed away in 2016, on 

the day CCU won the College World 

Series in baseball.
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